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NATURAL  FADS  - FLOTSOM



Anchored FADS / PAYOA



The Emergence of Drifting FADS in WPO



Drifting FADs ready to load



FAD tracking Technology Evolution

VHF buoys 60nm radius
Satellite tracked globally

Sonar 
Satellite 
Buoys



Sonar  Technology continues to improve



Ironically “Cherry Picking” - could be a part  
solution? 
. 



Just what don’t we know ? - The good and the bad of FADs ?
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FADs 
potentially
result in …

Destructive 
impacts to 
tuna stocks

Catch of 
non-target 

species

Damage to 
marine 
habitats

Interference 
with other 
activities

Modification 
of tuna 
habitat

Increased 
profitability 

of fleets

Contribution 
to food 
security

Reduced 
carbon 

emissions
Targeting of 

resilient 
species



Satellite

FAD Buoy Data-flow
FAD Buoy Service Provider

Data flow to SPC 
in NAF

FAD Buoy VDS, Alerts and 
Review by PNA FIMS Users

Vessel Poll

DATA COPY

PNA PARTIES

Industry monitors 

port to port, 365 

days a year.

FADS and FAD Tracking,   estimated  50,000 to 80,000 FADS annually in 
PNA waters.





• Beaching data
Total = 1300       7%

Annual estimates  
3,500  events  on reefs

FAD beaching events

12Known FAD Buoy on the reef in Palau.   

FAD Buoy tracked till  
grounded on a reef in 
Phoenix   MPA
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Average number
of dFADs
per month
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WCP Catch 
on Free 
school  and 
associated 
[FAD] sets.

Note:   High 
bycatch on 
FADs



PNA PACIFICAL 
MARKETING 
FREE SCHOOL 
SKIPJACK AND 
YELLOWFIN  
TUNA

PNA GEOGRAPHIC 
INDICATOR



SPC 2019
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LIMITED FAD SETS OVERALL

Conservation measures supported by economic  incentive  to 
fish more sustainably – “MSC theory of change” - in practice !

SPC 2019



Where does our tuna go?



PNA FAD tracking programme, actual FAD buoys and tracks.  
NOTE : GEO FENCING OF DATA and non reporting 



THANK YOU 


