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Fighting IUU fishing – the role of the EU

• EU contribution to 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda

• Part of EU Green Deal / EU International Ocean Governance

• IUU fishing leads to environmental and socio-economic impacts 

• The EU is the largest importer of fishery products

• The EU has a key role to play in the global fishery production and 
market and must therefore take a key role in the fight against IUU 
fishing

• In the 00’s: Measures already adopted at regional and international 
level were not sufficient enough to fight IUU fishing

=> EU IUU Regulation (No 1005/2008)
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Main objectives

• Application of international
standards, including international
conservation and management
measures

Operational tool (I)

• Catch Certification Scheme –
towards digital solutions
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Operational tool (II): Cooperation with third countries
The process at a glance
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Cooperation with third countries

For more information on existing formal IUU dialogues 
with third countries please consult:

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing/info
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Cooperation with third countries
Tangible results in third countries

• Improved governance
• Revised legislation in line with international obligations
• Strengthened enforcement systems
• Cooperation, coordination and mobilisation of different relevant authorities
• Enhancing international cooperation
• Political commitment at the highest level

Strengthened Monitoring Control and Surveillance
• Improved vessel monitoring
• Reinforcement of inspections and controls

Improved traceability throughout the supply chain
• Cross-checking and validation of data related to the products

A new dynamic…
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Cooperation with third countries
Indirect effects on general governance

Positive
• Better traceability throughout the supply chains – support to legitimate 

operators
• Improved implementation of port controls – making life of IUU vessels more 

difficult
• Improved regional cooperation to fight IUU fishing
• Improved cooperation between coastal, port and flag States

Consequences
• Fewer places for vessels engaged in IUU fishing to unload
• Fewer and less profitable markets for operators to sell IUU fishing products
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• Oceans are our joint responsibility 
• There is no future for seafood industry without compliance
• This is our joint commitment and responsibility

• We record good results, but fight against IUU fishing must 
continue 

• We all have a role to play

• We cannot succeed alone; all have to engage in the fight 
against IUU fishing!!!
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Thank you! 

For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/illegal_fishing_en


