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Topics

• What is MSC certified tuna?  

What does it mean?

• Global picture of tuna fisheries 

engaged in the MSC program

• Resources for identifying, 

tracking tuna fisheries 

engaged in the MSC

• Opportunities to engage
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MSC Fishery Standard

3

• Voluntary, 3rd party process

• Standard meets international best 

practice guidelines

• ISEAL

• UN FAO

• Evidence-based

• Grounded in fisheries science and 

fisheries management best practice

• Regularly reviewed by conservation 

groups, fisheries and scientists

• Three core principles

• P1: Sustainable fish stocks

• P2: Minimising environmental impact

• P3: Effective management



MSC Chain of Custody Standard
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Tuna Sustainability

27.4 %

4.5 %

27.5 %

40.6 %

MSC labelled tuna is sold in over 30 countries
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Recent growth in MSC tuna products by species



Annual Volume of Products from MSC-Certified Fisheries

There are currently 13 MSC certified Skipjack 

fisheries globally:

• Weight of product sold from these fisheries has increased 

more than 1000-fold since 2009/10

• Increased relatively slowly between 2009/10 – 2012/13, 

before increasing more significantly year on year from then 

on.

• Largest increase was between 2015/16 and 2016/17 

where tonnage doubled

• 42,389 of MSC-certified skipjack tuna was sold last 

financial year

N.B. nearly a third of reported sales last year were 

recorded as coming from ‘multiple fisheries’ making this 

data less representative that it could otherwise be
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Tri Marine Western and Central Pacific Skipjack and Yellowfin Tuna

Tosakatsuo Suisan skipjack tuna

Talleys New Zealand Skipjack Tuna Purse Seine

Solomon Islands skipjack and yellowfin tuna purse seine and pole and line

PT Citraraja Ampat, Sorong pole and line Skipjack and Yellowfin Tuna

PNA Western and Central Pacific skipjack and yellowfin, unassociated / non FAD set, tuna purse seine

Northeastern Tropical Pacific Purse Seine yellowfin and skipjack tuna fishery

Maldives pole & line skipjack tuna

Japanese Pole and Line skipjack and albacore tuna fishery

Echebastar Indian Ocean purse seine skipjack tuna

<no fisheries>

Grand Total



Annual Volume of Products from MSC-Certified Fisheries

There are currently 14 MSC certified Albacore 

fisheries globally:

• Weight of product sold from these fisheries has increased 

steadily over the past decade

• 5,462 of MSC-certified albacore tuna was sold last 

financial year

N.B. nearly a 80% of reported sales last year were 

recorded as coming from ‘multiple fisheries’ making this 

data less representative that it could otherwise be
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Walker Seafood Australian albacore, yellowfin tuna, and swordfish longline
SZLC, CSFC & FZLC Cook Islands EEZ South Pacific albacore & yellowfin longline
North Atlantic albacore artisanal fishery
New Zealand albacore tuna troll
Japanese Pole and Line skipjack and albacore tuna fishery
Fiji Albacore and Yellowfin Tuna longline
Canada Highly Migratory Species Foundation (CHMSF) British Columbia Albacore Tuna North Pacific
American Western Fish Boats Owners Association (WFOA) Albacore tuna North Pacific
AAFA and WFOA South Pacific albacore tuna
AAFA and WFOA North Pacific albacore tuna
Multiple Fisheries



Annual Volume of Products from MSC-Certified Fisheries

There are currently 18 MSC certified Yellowfin 

fisheries globally:

• Weight of product sold from these fisheries has increased by 

nearly 4,500t since 2014/15

• Steady increase between 2014 - 2017, before doubling year 

on year from then on

• Largest increase was between 2017/18 and 2018/19

• 4,397t of MSC-certified yellowfin tuna was sold last financial 

year

N.B. half of reported sales last year were recorded as 

coming from ‘multiple fisheries’ making this data less 

representative that it could otherwise be
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Tri Marine Western and Central Pacific Skipjack and Yellowfin Tuna
SZLC, CSFC & FZLC Cook Islands EEZ South Pacific albacore & yellowfin longline
Solomon Islands skipjack and yellowfin tuna purse seine and pole and line
PNA Western and Central Pacific skipjack and yellowfin, unassociated / non FAD set, tuna purse seine
Northeastern Tropical Pacific Purse Seine yellowfin and skipjack tuna fishery
Maldives pole & line skipjack tuna
Fiji Albacore and Yellowfin Tuna longline
Multiple Fisheries



MSC certified tuna by ocean

Pacific ocean Indian ocean Atlantic ocean

12.1% In assessment
1.0% In assessment

1.7% MSC certified
10.2% MSC certified

*As of May 2019

36.7% MSC certified



Global tuna engagement in MSC program

Ocean Area MSC certified 
In full 

assessment 

Total volume of 

wild tuna caught  

FAO 2017

Volume of MSC 

certified wild 

tuna caught 

% of wild 

capture capture 

MSC certified 

Volume of MSC 

"in assessment" 

wild tuna 

caught  

% of wild 

capture landings 

MSC in 

assessment

ALBACORE

Atlantic Ocean 2 45,361 14,125 31.14% 0.00%

Indian Ocean 38,841 0.00% 0.00%

North Pacific (Northeast, Northwest) 4 49,096 11,558       23.54% 0.00%

South Pacific (Southeast, Southwest, Eastern Central & Western 

Central) 8 3 99,092 15,745       15.89% 1,356 1.37%

ALBACORE Global Total 14           3              232,390 41,428       17.83% 1,356         0.58%

BIGEYE

Atlantic Ocean 70,501 0.00%

Indian Ocean 91,078 0.00%

Eastern Pacific 137,712 0.00% 0.00%

Western Central Pacific 2 4 173,643 2,523 1.45% 3,011 1.73%

BIGEYE Global Total 2              4              472,934 2,523         0.53% 3,011         0.64%

SKIPJACK

Atlantic Ocean 266,216 0.00% 0 0.00%

Indian Ocean 2 1 496,600 119,687 24.10% 3,142         0.63%

Eastern Pacific 1 410,638 14,496       3.53% 0.00%

Western Central Pacific 10 1 1,654,308 812,448     49.11% 134,200 8.11%

SKIPJACK Global Total 13           2              2,827,762 946,631     33.48% 137,342     4.86%

YELLOWFIN

Atlantic Ocean 2 129,967 2,420 1.86% 0.00%

Indian Ocean  0 416,974 0.00% -             0.00%

Eastern Pacific 1  297,317 78,158       26.29% 0 0.00%

Western Central Pacific 15 5 635,483 328,908     51.76% 80,558 12.68%

YELLOWFIN Global Total 18           5              1,479,741      409,486     27.67% 80,558       5.44%

BLUE FIN

Atlantic Bluefin 2 27,475 295             1.07%

Pacific Bluefin 17,732

Southern Bluefin 13,226

Western Central Pacific 

BLUE FIN Global Total -          2              58,433            -             0.00% 295             0.50%

Grand Total 47           16           5,071,260 1,400,068 27.61% 222,562     4.39%

Percentage of global tuna in MSC program 32%



Updated 
assessment 
process
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FRONTLOADING

 Client Preparation

 Team Preparation

 Stakeholder Input
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Better preparation1

Previous

- Client Document 

Checklist doesn’t 

require information 

to actually be 

provided to the 

CAB.

- Site Visit treated as 

preparation.

- Some fisheries 

entering before 

they’re ready.

Update
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Earlier stakeholder input2

Previous

- Stakeholders 

attend site visit.

- Stakeholders 

provide written 

comments on 

Public Comment 

Draft Report at late 

stage in process.

Update
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Meaningful site visit3

Previous

- No scoring before 

site visit.

- Team have minimal 

time to prepare.

- Stakeholders 

attend site visit.

- General discussion 

on potential issues.

Update  After Announcement Draft Report 

stages.

 Team focused on important 

questions and information-

gathering.

 Preparation inbuilt.

 Remote attendance at site visit 

explicitly permitted.

“[We] got great stakeholder feedback to help focus the questions 

[at Site Visit]. Frontloading made [the site visit] more meaningful, 

helped us ask the right questions. Incredibly useful and beneficial 

for certification process for this fishery.” 

Pilot Assessment Team
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Focused review stages4

Previous

- Stage for each 

review.

- Ambiguous on 

status of Client 

Action Plan actions.

Update
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Earlier consultation in objections5

Previous

- Consultation after 

lengthy written 

representations are 

drafted.

- 40% of objections 

resolved before 

hearing / 

adjudication.

Update  Mediation and Facilitation tested 

in the Streamlining Pilot Process 

– mediation deemed non-

compatible, and  facilitation 

requires further testing as part of 

the objections review. 

 40% objections resolved before 

hearing.

 MSC has added a consultation, 

before lengthy written 

representations (and associated 

cost/time) are started.



Photo: Shaun Wolfe/ Coral Image Bank

Navigating the MSC website



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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First stop:  MSC Track a Fishery page – https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/

https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/


Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Bottom of main track a fishery page:  info snapshot; how to engage



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Enter fishery in search bar



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Locate fishery of interest



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Access points for detailed fishery information



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Assessment tab:  all public assessment documents



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Sign up for fisheries updates:  you choose



Locating information on MSC engaged tuna fisheries
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Sign up for regular fisheries updates and newsletters



MSC Tuna Handbook
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Twenty-seven percent of the world’s tuna catch is now MSC 
certified, but we still receive many questions about sustainable 
tuna. MSC created the Sustainable Tuna Handbook as a 
reference guide for partners to understand the complexity in 
tuna supply chains and to help buyers make sustainable 
choices. The Handbook explores fishing gears, techniques and 
management issues in tuna sourcing, and profiles MSC certified 
fisheries.

Available on MSC website 

https://www.msc.org/species/tuna

https://www.msc.org/species/tuna


MSC Tuna Handbook
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MSC Tuna Handbook
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www.msc.org

For more information, please contact:

© Marine Stewardship Council, 2019
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Thank you

Bill.Holden@msc.org

mailto:Bill.Holden@msc.org

